
A Regular Meeting of the Otsego City Commission was held on Monday, March 3, 2025.   

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Withee at 7:00 p.m. with the following 

Commissioners present: Lauri Krueger, Chuck Moore, Jason Smith, and Wayne Rayburn.  

Absent: None. Also present: City Manager, Aaron Mitchell; and Director of Public Works, 

Michael Bosch.   

 

The audience joined the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

On a motion by Commissioner Krueger, seconded by Commissioner Rayburn, the February 17, 

2025, Minutes were approved as submitted.  CARRIED     

 

Mayor Withee requested that an Agreement with Peerless Midwest for SCADA Upgrade be 

placed on the agenda under “Agreements” 

 

On a motion by Commissioner Krueger, a Consideration of an Agreement with Peerless Midwest 

for a SCADA upgrade, will be placed on the agenda under “Agreements”, seconded by 

Commissioner Moore.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS 

Doug Wine, DAD’s Post 56 – asked if he could revise his request in regards to the city property 

needed for his fundraising event.  He stated the he no longer needs the closure of Fair, Allegan, 

and Farmer Streets.  He also added to the request the use of the museum parking lot and the 

Pavilion.  City Manager Mitchell commented that the changes that he had requested were added 

to the License Agreement. 

 

I. PRESENTATIONS: 

 

A. COUNTY COMMISSIONER GALE DUGAN UPDATE 

County Commissioner Dugan gave an update on County activities.   

  

II. PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

A. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND (MNRTF) 

Mayor Withee opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.,  

 

Mickey Bittner & Emily Deane of Wightman were in attendance and gave an overview of the 

proposed grant application, which includes bathrooms and a fire pit at the Riverfront 

Park/Pavilion. They explained the MDNR Grant process in detail, reviewed the proposed site 

layout, and the “point” system that the MDNR uses to award the grants.  The grant application is 

for approximately $800,000, with a fifty percent match from the City ($400,000).  They 

answered questions of the audience and the City Commission.  City Manager Mitchell 

commented that if the grant is not received the City will not be spending the proposed $800,000, 

on the project. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:30 p.m.    

 

III. PLANNING AND ZONING: 



IV. ORDINANCES: 

 

V. REQUESTS: 

 

A. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM DADS POST 56 TO HOLD A 

FUNDRAISING EVENT ON AUGUST 16, 2025 

Doug Wine of DAD’s Post 56 asked the Commission if they would consider granting August 23, 

2025, as a rain date for his event.  A brief discussion took place, and it was the consensus of the 

Commission that the weekend of August 23, 2025, being Gus Macker weekend, wouldn’t be a 

good time for a rain date for the event.  City Manager Mitchell stated that an alternate date could 

be discussed.  Commissioner Moore moved to grant the request from DAD’S Post 56 to hold a 

Fundraising Event on August 16, 2025, seconded by Commissioner Smith.   CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

B. CONSIDERATION OF A LETTER OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE POLICE 

UNION – DETECTIVE/SERGEANT POSITION 

City Manager Mitchell explained that the Letter of Understanding outlined the duties and 

responsibilities of the Detective/Sergeant position.  Commissioner Smith moved to authorize the 

Letter of Understanding with the Police Union – Detective/Sergeant Position, seconded by 

Commissioner Krueger.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

C. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FOR THE CITY MANAGER TO HAVE THE 

ABILITY TO REPRESENT THE CITY IN ANY POTENTIAL UPCOMING PFAS 

CLASS ACTION LAWSUITS  

City Manager Mitchell explained that the City would not be using the City’s attorney for any 

PFAS Class Action Lawsuits, where the City is the Plaintiff.  He briefly explained the Class 

Action Lawsuit process.  He reiterated that the City’s water is safe, and the City could potentially 

receive funds.  Commissioner Krueger moved to grant the request for the City Manager to have 

the ability to represent the City in any potential upcoming PFAS Class Action Lawsuits, 

seconded by Commissioner Moore.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

D. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CREATE 

A PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

City Manager Mitchell stated that a Parks Advisory Committee would assist with the future 

planning for City Parks.  He commented that this advisory committee would bring ideas and 

points of interest to the City Commission.  He stated that the City Attorney reviewed the 

formation of the Parks Advisory Committee. Commissioner Smith moved to grant the request 

from City Manager Mitchell to create a Parks Advisory Committee, seconded by Commissioner 

Rayburn.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

E. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM THE SHOPPERS GUIDE TO HOLD 

TWO COMMUNITY-WIDE GARAGE SALES ON MAY 15, 16, 17, AND  

AUGUST 7, 8, 9, 2025.  

Commissioner Krueger moved to grant the request from the Shoppers Guide to hold two 

Community-Wide Garage Sales on May 15, 16, 17, and August 7, 8, 9, 2025, seconded by 

Commissioner Rayburn.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

 



VI.       AGREEMENTS: 

 

A. CONSIDERATION OF AN LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH DADS POST 56 FOR 

A FUNDRAISER EVENT ON AUGUST 16, 2025 

Commissioner Krueger moved to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into a License 

Agreement with DAD’S POST 56 for a fundraiser event on August 16, 2025, seconded by 

Commissioner Moore.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

B. CONSIDERATION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH PEERLESS MIDWEST FOR 

SCADA UPGRADE  

City Manager Mitchell gave a brief overview of the SCADA – Supervisory Control and Data 

Acquisition, in regards to communicating the City’s water functions. Director of Public Works 

Bosch explained that now a fiber connection is available and is much more reliable and secure.  

He answered questions of the Commission.  City Manager Mitchell stated that the funds would 

be taken from the Water Fund.  Commissioner Rayburn moved to authorize the agreement with 

Peerless Midwest for SCADA upgrades, as presented, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

VII. RESOLUTIONS: 

 

VIII.  APPOINTMENTS: 

 

IX. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT  

The City Manager commented and gave updates on the following: 

 

1. He read a prepared statement of condolence in regards to the passing of Mary Zack.   

2. Surf Internet will be available to City residents in the near future. 

3. Two individuals were hired this past week – a new DPW Specialist and Utility Billing 

Clerk; and interviews are taking place this week for a new Police Officer. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

 

REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

Ken Bleeker, 729 Bayberry – he commented on the following items: he thanked the City, 

Department of Public Works Director Bosch, and the contractors for the great job on the Helen 

Street project; he indicated that he doesn’t see news article about Otsego in the local newspaper; 

and his desire to have on and off ramps added to the 106th Street interchange. 

 

RJ Crisman, 343 E Hammond – he asked that the City Commission consider looking at their 

Chicken Ordinance to allow chickens in the City.  He commented that the City of Plainwell just 

passed a Chicken Ordinance.  After a brief conversation, it was the consensus of the City 

Commission to revisit the Chicken Ordinance. 

 

 

 

 



COMMISSIONER’S' COMMENTS 

Commissioner Krueger – she thanked the audience for attending.  She thanked Director of Public 

Works Bosch for his hard work obtaining the quotes for the SCADA project. 

 

Commissioner Rayburn -thanked County Commissioner Dugan for his report, and Wightman for 

their presentation. 

 

Mayor Withee – she wished Commissioner Rayburn a Happy Birthday.  She thanked the 

audience for attending. 

 

ADJOURN  

Commissioner Smith moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Rayburn.  

CARRIED. 8:10 p.m. 

 

      Angela M. Cronen, MMC 

      City Clerk 


