
A Regular Meeting of the Otsego City Commission was held on Monday, May 5, 2025.   

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Withee at 7:00 p.m. with the following 

Commissioners present: Lauri Krueger, Chuck Moore, Jason Smith, and Wayne Rayburn.  

Absent: None. Also present: City Manager, Aaron Mitchell; Director of Fire & Police, Brad 

Misner; and Finance Director, Brian Kelley.    

 

The audience joined the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

On a motion by Commissioner Rayburn, seconded by Commissioner Krueger, the April 21, 

2025, Regular Minutes were approved as submitted.     

 

REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS 

None. 

 

I. PRESENTATIONS: 

 

A. COUNTY COMMISSIONER GALE DUGAN UPDATE 

County Commissioner Dugan gave an update on County activities.  He introduced Chris 

Machiela, Allegan County Drain Commissioner.  

 

B. PRESENTATION OF 2025-2026 ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL – 

GENERAL, PUBLIC SAFETY, CAPITAL PROJECT, EQUIPMENT 

REPLACEMENT, AND SOLID WASTE REDUCTION FUNDS 

Finance Director, Brian Kelley, gave an overview of the General, Public Safety, Capital Project, 

Equipment Replacement, and Solid Waste Funds for the 2025-2026 fiscal year.  Anticipated 

revenues for the General Fund $2,497,424, and anticipated expenditures $2,627,587.  

Anticipated revenues for the Public Safety Fund $1,980,437, and anticipated expenditures 

$2,115,032. Anticipated revenues for the Capital Projects Fund $405,000, anticipated 

expenditures $400,000.  Anticipated revenues for the Equipment Replacement Fund $150,000, 

anticipated expenditures $146,000.  Anticipated revenues for the Solid Waste/Recycling Fund 

$275,167, and anticipated expenditures $353,257.   

 

Finance Director Kelley answered questions of the Commission.  The Commission thanked 

Finance Director Kelley for his presentation. 

 

At this time, Director of Fire & Police Misner gave a brief presentation and update regarding the 

replacement of the Police Radios. He answered questions of the Commission. 

 

II. PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

III. PLANNING AND ZONING: 

 

IV. ORDINANCES: 

 

V. REQUESTS: 

 

A. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE LOCAL 

OFFICER’S COMPENSATION COMMISSION BOARD MINUTES 



City Manager Mitchell gave an overview of the various options that the Commission had in 

regards to the Local Officer’s Compensation Commission’s minutes.  It was their 

recommendation to increase the Mayor’s salary by $300.00, and the Commissioner’s salary by 

$150.00, bringing the salaries to the level they were at in 2013.  The City Commission 

acknowledged the Local Officer’s Compensation Commission Minutes, as presented.  

 

VI.       AGREEMENTS: 

 

VII. RESOLUTIONS: 

 

A. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-07- A RESOLUTION 

ESTABLISHING A BUDGET HEARING ON MAY 19, 2025 

Commissioner Smith offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption, seconded by 

Commissioner Moore. 

CITY OF OTSEGO 

MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-07 

 

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A BUDGET HEARING 

 

WHEREAS, Michigan Compiled Laws 141.436 requires a public hearing before final passage of 

a general appropriation act by a legislative body, 

 

WHEREAS, Michigan Compiled Laws 141.412 requires that a notice of such hearing be given 

by publication in a newspaper of general circulation at least six (6) days prior to such hearing; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a hearing be held on the 2025-2026 Budget of 

the City of Otsego by the City Commission at City Hall at or after 7:00 p.m. local time, on May 

19, 2025, and notice of said hearing shall be published at least six days prior to the hearing in the 

following form: 

 CITY OF OTSEGO 

 PUBLIC NOTICE 

 HEARING ON 2025-2026 BUDGET 

 

 Notice is hereby given that the proposed budget for the City of Otsego for 

the fiscal year 2025-2026 is now on file and available to the public for inspection 

at City Hall, 117 East Orleans Street, Otsego, Michigan. 

 

 The City Commission will hold a public hearing on the proposed budget 

on Monday, May 19, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Otsego Municipal Building, 

at 117 East Orleans Street, Otsego, Michigan.  The property tax millage rate 

proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget will be a subject of this 

hearing. 

YEAS:  Commissioners: Stacey Withee, Lauri Krueger, Jason Smith, Chuck Moore,  

  Wayne Rayburn. 

           

 NAYS:  Commissioners:   None. 

  



ABSTAIN:  Commissioners:  None. 

 

ABSENT:  Commissioners:   None. 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

VIII.  APPOINTMENTS: 

 

A. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPOINTMENT OF AARON ROHEN TO THE 

CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS, TERM ENDING APRIL 30, 2027 

Commissioner Smither moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Aaron Rohen to the 

Construction Board of Appeals, term ending April 30, 2027, seconded by Commissioner Moore.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

IX. DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT  

The City Manager commented and gave updates on the following: 

 

1. He stated that there will be an Election tomorrow.  

2. He gave a brief update on the Chicken Ordinance and announced that there would be a 

Public Hearing at the next Planning Commission Meeting on Tuesday, May 27th.  It will 

be presented to the City Commission in June. 

3. He commented that Otsego Rotary will be holding their Backyard Games on Sunday, 

May 18th beginning at 2pm. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

 

REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

Chris Machiela, Allegan County Drain Commissioner – he gave a brief introduction.  He stated 

that the Allegan County Drain Commissioner Offices are now located at the County Service 

Building.  He commented that he will be of any assistance to the City and he welcomes any 

suggestions.  The Commission thanked him for attending. 

 

COMMISSIONER’S' COMMENTS 

Commissioner Krueger – she thanked Finance Director Kelley for his budget presentation.  She 

thanked the audience for attending.   

 

ADJOURN  

Commissioner Moore moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  

CARRIED. 8:01 p.m. 

 

      Angela M. Cronen, MMC 

      City Clerk 


