A Regular Meeting of the Otsego City Commission was held on Monday, August 18, 2025.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Withee at 7:00 p.m. with the following
Commissioners present: Lauri Krueger, Chuck Moore, Jason Smith, and Wayne Rayburn.
Absent: None. Also present: City Manager, Aaron Mitchell; Director of Public Works, Mike
Bosch; Finance Director/Treasurer, Brian Kelley; and Director of Police & Fire, Brad Misner;

The audience joined the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

On a motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Krueger, the August 4, 2025,
Regular Minutes were approved as submitted.

REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS
None.

Il PRESENTATIONS:

A. INTRODUCTION OF NEW DPW EMPLOYEE — SHANE HETTINGER
Director of Public Works Bosch introduced the newest employee at the Department of Public
Works, Shane Hettinger. He stated that Mr. Hettinger began working for the City in March. He
commented that he is doing a great job and it is nice to have him on the team. Mr. Hettinger
introduced himself and gave a brief overview of his background and family. He commented that
he was thankful or the opportunity to work for the City of Otsego. He stated that it has been a
positive experience, and will be a great place to grow and learn to support the City. The
Commission welcomed Mr. Hettinger.

B. COUNTY COMMISSIONER GALE DUGAN REPORT
County Commissioner Dugan gave an update on County activities. He presented an award to
Simon Pobocik for earning his Eagle Scout Award. At this time, City Manager Mitchell presented
Simon Pobocik with a letter of appreciation from the City for earning his Eagle Scout Award.

C. TURKEY TRACKS PRESENTATION
Mike Bosch gave an overview of the Michigan Turkey Tracks Hunt and how the organization
takes medically and physically challenged youth on a turkey hunt of a lifetime. He briefly
explained the event and all of the various activities that take place. He stated that the first event
he and his son Daniel attended was in 2009, when he was nine years old in Indiana. He
explained that the program is very family-oriented. He commented that it takes a community to
run this event, which is one hundred percent run by volunteers. He handed out a flyer with
contact and donation information. The Commission thanked Mr. Bosch for his presentation.

1. PUBLIC HEARING:
I11.  PLANNING AND ZONING:
IV. ORDINANCES:

V. REQUESTS:



A. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM OTSEGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR
USE OF WASHINGTON STREET AND MISCELLANEOUS CITY EQUIPMENT
FOR THEIR EVENTS ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2025
Commissioner Krueger moved to grant the request from Otsego Public Schools for use of
Washington Street and miscellaneous City equipment for their events on September 27, 2025,
seconded by Commissioner Rayburn. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

B. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM THE OTSEGO/PLAINWELL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO CLOSE M-89/ALLEGAN STREET FOR THEIR
CREATIVE ARTS FESTIVAL CAR SHOW, ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,
2025, AS PRESENTED

Commissioner Krueger moved to grant the request from the Otsego/Plainwell Chamber of
Commerce to close M-89/Allegan Street for their Creative Arts Festival Car Show, on Saturday,
September 27, 2025, as presented, seconded by Commissioner Moore. CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY

C. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM THE OTSEGO/PLAINWELL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO USE CERTAIN CITY PROPERTY, ON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025, AS REQUESTED

Commissioner Smith moved to grant the request from the Otsego/Plainwell Chamber of
Commerce to use certain property, on Saturday, September 27, 2025, as requested, seconded by
Commissioner Rayburn. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

D. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM JAN MEYERS-CARPENTER TO
HOLD A BLOCK PARTY ON BAYBERRY LANE ON SEPTEMBER 13, 2025
Commissioner Moore moved to grant the request from Jan Meyers-Carpenter to hold a block
party on Bayberry Lane on September 13, 2025, seconded by Commissioner Smith. CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY

VI. AGREEMENTS:

A. CONSIDERATION OF A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE OTSEGO -
PLAINWELL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS
FESTIVAL — SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

Commissioner Krueger moved to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into an agreement
with the Otsego/Plainwell Chamber of Commerce for the Creative Arts Festival — September 27,
2025, seconded by Commissioner Moore. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

B. CONSIDERATION OF A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH OTSEGO PUBLIC
SCHOOLS — FOR A ROAD CLOSURE ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2025
Commissioner Krueger moved to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into an agreement
with Otsego Public Schools — for a Road Closure on September 27, 2025, seconded by
Commissioner Rayburn. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

C. CONSIDERATION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH MABASMI - FIRE
DEPARTMENT
Director of Police & Fire Misner gave an overview of the MABASMI Agreement and how it
would benefit the Fire Department. Commissioner Krueger moved to authorize an agreement
with MABASMI, as presented, seconded by Commissioner Smith. CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY



D. CONSIDERATION OF A RATE STUDY QUOTE FROM BENDZINSKI & CO.
FOR UTILITY RATE STUDY FOR SEWER & WATER

City Manager Mitchell stated that the Wastewater Asset Management Plan requires a rate study.
He commented that rate studies are done by a third party. He stated that he is recommending
that the rate study for water and sewer be completed, so that the community can better
understand the reason that rates will have to be increased. He stated that the expense will come
out of the Water and Sewer Funds, not to exceed $17,500. Commissioner Krueger moved to
approve the Rate Study quote from Bendzinski & Co. for the Utility Rate Study for Water &
Sewer, seconded by Commissioner Rayburn. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

VIl. RESOLUTIONS:

A. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-11 - A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING PERMISSION FROM THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TO CLOSE STATE HIGHWAY M-89 ON SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27, 2025, AS REQUESTED BY THE OTSEGO/PLAINWELL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR THEIR CREATIVE ARTS FESTIVAL

Commissioner Moore offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption, seconded by
Commissioner Smith.
CITY OF OTSEGO
ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-11

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FROM THE
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
TO CLOSE STATE HIGHWAY M-89 ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

WHEREAS, the City of Otsego hereinafter referred to as the "GOVERNMENTAL BODY" from
time to time makes application to the Michigan Department of Transportation, hereinafter
referred to as the "DEPARTMENT" for permits, hereinafter referred to as "PERMIT", to
construct, operate, use and/or maintain utility or other facilities, or to conduct other activities, on,
over, and under state trunkline right of way at various locations within and adjacent to its
corporate limits.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the DEPARTMENT granting such PERMIT the
GOVERNMENTAL BODY agrees that:

1. It will faithfully fulfill all permit requirements and will indemnify, save harmless,
represent and defend the State of Michigan, Michigan Transportation commission, the
DEPARTMENT, and all officer, agents, and employees thereof and those governmental
bodies performing permit activities for the DEPARTMENT and all officers, agents, and
employees thereof, pursuant to a maintenance contract from any and all claims of every
kind for injuries to, or death of any and all persons and, for loss of, or damage to
property, and environmental damage or degradation, and from attorney's fees and related
costs arising out of, under, or by reason of the presence of the GOVERNMENTAL
BODY'S facilities and/or its installation, construction, operation, maintenance, or other
activities which are being performed under the terms of the PERMIT on, over, and/or
under the State trunkline right of way, except claims resulting from the sole negligence or
willful acts or omissions of said DEPARTMENT, its officers, agents, employees, and



contracting governmental bodies and officers, agents, and employees thereof, performing
permit activities.

2. The DEPARTMENT shall not be subject to any obligations or liabilities by vendors and
contractors of the COMPANY, or their subcontractors or any other person not a party to
the PERMIT without its specific prior written consent and notwithstanding the issuance
of the PERMIT.

3. It will, by its own volition and/or request by the DEPARTMENT, promptly restore
and/or correct physical or operating damages to any State trunkline right of way resulting
or arising out of the installation, construction, operation, and/or maintenance of the
GOVERNMENTAL BODY'S facilities pursuant to a PERMIT issued by the
DEPARTMENT.

4. The incorporation by the DEPARTMENT of this Resolution as part of a PERMIT does
not preclude the DEPARTMENT requiring additional performance security or insurance
when deemed necessary by the DEPARTMENT.

5. This Resolution shall continue in force from the date hereof until cancelled by the
GOVERNMENTAL BODY or the DEPARTMENT with no less than thirty (30) days
prior written notice to the other party. It will not be cancelled or otherwise terminated by
the GOVERNMENTAL BODY with regard to any PERMIT which has already been
issued or activity which has already been undertaken.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager or City Clerk of the City of Otsego are
hereby authorized to make application to the Michigan Department of Transportation for the
necessary permit to work within state trunkline rights of way on behalf of the
GOVERNMENTAL BODY.

YEAS: Commissioners: Stacey Withee, Lauri Krueger, Wayne Rayburn, Chuck Moore,
Jason Smith.

NAYS: Commissioners: None.
ABSTAIN: Commissioners: None.
ABSENT: Commissioners: None.
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

B. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-12 - A RESOLUTION OF
APPRECIATION FOR PAUL RUESCH
Commissioner Krueger offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption, seconded by
Commissioner Smith.
CITY OF OTSEGO
ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-12



PAUL RUESCH APPRECIATION

WHEREAS, Paul Ruesch has served as the EPA On-Site Coordinator for Region 5 for 15 years
serving the City of Otsego community as an expert in his field, and

WHEREAS, Paul demonstrated incredible leadership of his team to accomplish the extensive
cleanup and restoration work of the EPA Superfund along the Kalamazoo River, and

WHEREAS, the EPA Superfund was tasked with the difficult jobs of the removal of harmful
PCBs and the demolition of two obsolescent dams from the Kalamazoo River in Otsego
Township and Trowbridge Township under Paul’s leadership and direction, and

WHEREAS, Paul played a vital role in the securing of a $900K EPA grant in 2019 for the
removal of the Rock-Tenn friable asbestos ridden boiler via an EPA grant, and

WHEREAS, Paul earned the respect of his colleagues, property owners and local officials with
his honest, straight forward, empathetic and hard-working approach to his work every day, and

WHEREAS, Paul has now retired from the EPA and the City of Otsego residents and staff wish
Paul a wonderful well-deserved retirement, and

WHEREAS, Paul demonstrated a model example of a “public servant” and is leaving a legacy
and standard of excellent public service that will remain in the community for years, and

WHEREAS, the Kalamazoo River and its adjacent communities are profoundly better off as a
direct result of the impact Paul made during his 15 years of service, and

THEREFORE, The City of Otsego would like to commemorate and thank Paul Ruesch for his
work on behalf of the greater City of Otsego community.

YEAS: Commissioners: Stacey Withee, Lauri Krueger, Wayne Rayburn, Chuck Moore,
Jason Smith.

NAYS: Commissioners: None.

ABSTAIN: Commissioners: None.

ABSENT: Commissioners: None.

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

At this time, City Manager Mitchell read and presented Paul Ruesch with the Resolution of
Appreciation. He also thanked him for his many years of service to the Otsego Community.
Paul Ruesch commented that he has worked in many states and the City of Otsego, is the
“greatest little town”. He stated that he had a great collaboration with the City, and thanked

everyone. Mr. Ruesch concluded that it was an honor and privilege to work in the City of
Otsego. He commented that the City is in good hands with Brian Kelley.



C. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-13 — A RESOLUTION TO
AMEND THE 2025-2026 ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL
City Manager Mitchell explained that Finance Director Kelley requested to rollover the
incumbrances for the last fiscal year, to reflect the balances of June 30, 2025.

Commissioner Krueger offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption, seconded by
Commissioner Rayburn.
CITY OF OTSEGO
ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-13
RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2025-2026 ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL
WHEREAS, the Otsego City Commission approved the 2025-2026 Annual Appropriations Bill
which limited amounts for expenditures and anticipated revenues for the 2025-2026 fiscal year;

and

WHEREAS, certain activities initiated in the prior fiscal budget will be completed in the current
fiscal budget; and

WHEREAS, the Otsego City Commission wishes to formally amend the annual appropriations
bill in acknowledgement of the need for revisions,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Otsego City Commission hereby approves the
following increases and decreases to the 2025-2026 Annual Appropriations Bill:
Public Safety Fund

205-336-931.000 Equipment Repairs - Fire Department $18,200

Net Increase/(Decrease) $18,200
Water Fund

591-551-934.000 Well Maintenance - Water Pumping $27,500

Net Increase/(Decrease) $27,500

Motor Pool Fund
661-901-981.000 Capital Outlay - Vehicles $24,631
Net Increase/(Decrease) $24,631

YEAS: Commissioners: Stacey Withee, Lauri Krueger, Wayne Rayburn, Chuck Moore,
Jason Smith.

NAYS: Commissioners: None.
ABSTAIN: Commissioners: None.
ABSENT: Commissioners: None.

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.



VIll. APPOINTMENTS:
IX. DISCUSSION ITEMS:

MANAGER’S REPORT
The City Manager commented and gave updates on the following:

1. Gus Macker

2. Collaboration Celebration in Plainwell with the EPA. Mark Mills gave a brief update on
the current projects.

3. He thanked Paul Ruesch for his service and thanked the EPA for being at the meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS
None.

REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE

Doug Wine, 10245 Douglas Ave., Plainwell — Dad’s 56 — VFW 3030 — he announced that the
recent fundraiser event made over $15,000, for veterans. He thanked Director of Public Works
Bosch and his staff. He also thanked the City for being an instrumental part of the event.

COMMISSIONER’S' COMMENTS

Commissioner Rayburn — he thanked everyone for attending the meeting, as it was a very
informative meeting. He thanked County Commissioner Dugan, and Mike Bosch for their
presentations. He congratulated Eagle Scout, Simon Pobocik.

Mayor Withee — she thanked Paul Ruesch for his many years of service to the City and the
community. She commented that Paul Ruesch was an institution of knowledge, and will be
greatly missed.

ADJOURN
Commissioner Krueger moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Rayburn.
CARRIED. 7:48 p.m.

Angela M. Cronen, MMC
City Clerk



